Broadcast Tools Inc.

Net Switch User Guide
Net Switch includes a configuration utility and user program.

Configuring Net Switch

Net Switch is configured using the Net Switch Configuration utility.  The utility includes two screens to define communication settings, output label, input labels, and command strings.  The main screen is shown below:
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There are several communication settings. Type is Serial or Network.  For serial communications, the program shows the standard COM port settings and lets you change them.  These are COM port, baud rate, data bits, parity, and stop bits.  For network communications, the following items are displayed:
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Protocol is TCP or UDP, IP address (or host name) is the network address, and port is the service port for the selected protocol.

Net Switch supports a single output. Change the output label by typing a new value in the Output Label text box.  This is the label that will appear on the Net Switch output button.

Net Switch supports a maximum of sixteen inputs.  Change the name and command string associated with an input by double-clicking the input or selecting it and clicking the Edit button.  The following screen displays:
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Change the input label by typing a new value in the Input Label text box.  This is the label that will appear in the list of inputs for this output.  Change the command value by typing a value in the Command text box.  This is the command that will be sent when the Net Switch output button is clicked while this input is selected.  Commands are sent exactly as entered (case-sensitive).  Four special characters can be specified by prefixing them with the “\” character.  They are:

· “\r”
- Carriage return

· “\n”
- Line feed

· “\t”
- Tab

· “\\”
- Backslash

The OK button saves your changes and returns to the output configuration screen.  The Cancel button cancels any changes you have made and returns to the output configuration screen.

Using Net Switch

Net Switch transmits command strings to serial or network devices.  Command strings and labels are defined using the Net Switch Configuration utility, described earlier in this Guide. 

The Net Switch user interface consists of a single screen, as shown below.
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The screen shows a drop-down list, command button, “refresh” button, and status indicator.

The drop-down list is used to select an input and corresponding command string to be sent to the output device.  A maximum of sixteen inputs is available.

The command button displays the user-defined label for the output device. When the button is clicked, Net Switch sends the command string associated with the selected input to the output device.

The status indicator is illuminated for one half second following each command button click.  A green indicator means the command was sent successfully.  A red indicator means the command was not sent successfully.

If the user is interrupted after making an input selection but before clicking the command button, it is possible for the currently selected input to differ from the input displayed in the dropdown list.  The “refresh” button, shown with a “<<” label, is used to synchronize the drop-down list with the currently selected input.

The Close button saves all settings and closes the program.
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